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If you are planning on moving to the United Kingdom, there are certain
things you should be aware of before you leave home. To help make
the transition easier, this guide provides some useful information about

education, geography and climate, immigration, accommodation /
housing, employment, transportation, living costs, family-friendly cities,
and available social assistance in the UK.




Education

Relocating with children? Do your part by researching educational options ahead of time. There are many
good options for both public and private education. The guide to the UK Education System will provide
lots of useful information.

Geography and Climate

The UK is a North-western European country consisting of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland
and Wales.

The UK has four distinct seasons: spring, summer, autumn / fall, and winter. During the winter, the days
are shorter, wetter and colder than the summer. The warmest months are July and August whereas the
coldest months are usually January and February.

The weather here is famously changeable in any given day so be prepared. It can be quite wet and cold

in the winter (roughly November to March). A warm topcoat, scarf, gloves, umbrella and water-resistant
shoes are a must.

Immigration

British Citizens have the right to live and work in the UK; persons entering the UK on a UK passport can
remain indefinitely in the UK. Persons entering the UK on a BVI/British Overseas Territory Citizen (BOTC)
passport can stay in the UK for up to six months without a visa. BVI BOTC passport entrants who wish to
reside or work in the UK must apply for a UK visa. To check whether a UK visa is necessary to join a family
member, study, or work in the UK visit the UK Government website. Persons of other nationalities may
consult the UK Government's Guide or contact the Foreign Office for requirements to enter the UK.



https://www.expatica.com/uk/education/children-education/the-uk-education-system-106601/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-to-come-to-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa

Employment

Anyone over the age of 16 who resides in the UK with the right to work or study is eligible to apply for
a National Insurance Number (NINo). A NINo is required for the purposes of paying National Insurance
(NI) contributions.

Payment of NI contributions is required for an employee’s weekly wages based on the national threshold.
NI contributions are required for some social benefits like State Pension, Bereavement and others. If you
live in the UK and have the right to work, you can apply for a NINo online. You will need the following
documents: a BOTC passport along with a biometric or British passport. The applicant may also be
required to upload their photo ID and copies of required documents.

Common job sites: Indeed.co.uk, Jobsite.co.uk, Totaljobs.co.uk, Monster.co.uk, CV-Library.co.uk,
LinkedIn.com.

Housing | Accommodation

If renting, commonly referred to as ‘letting’

in the UK, it is important for you to know what
kind of rental agreement you are entering into.
Find out more from the Citizens Advice Bureau.

Agencies/Landlords may also request a
deposit (advance rent before moving into the
property), a reference from the prospective
tenant’s previous landlord, as well as
verification of income and/or credit history.
A UK based guarantor may be necessary to
secure a rental property as the BVI London
Office is not able to provide this service. If
there is any difficulty finding a guarantor,
persons may opt to use Housing Hand,

a UK based guarantor service which
provides a guarantor to eligible persons for
a fee. Further information can be found by
visiting the Shelter’s website.

Properties may be rented either unfurnished
or partly furnished. Some landlords/agencies may also be willing to furnish an unfurnished property
with/without an increase in the rental price. The rental price for properties may include none, some, or all
bills (such as utilities, TV Licence and Council Tax) so be sure to inquire what the rent covers and what
additional utilities the tenant is expected to cover/source.


https://www.gov.uk/national-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/national-insurance/how-much-you-pay
https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-work
https://www.apply-national-insurance-number.service.gov.uk/apply/welcome
https://uk.indeed.com/
https://www.jobsite.co.uk/
https://www.totaljobs.com/
https://www.monster.co.uk/
https://www.cv-library.co.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-home/
https://housinghand.co.uk/
https://england.shelter.org.uk/

Additional tips for renting and/or purchasing a property:

- Ensure a valid tenancy/contract is signed by the parties involved.

- Ensure deposits are registered with a credible agent.

« Check the crime rate in the area

- Check relevant school information and statistics if you have children of school age (Ofsted or the

UK Government website)

- Keep a current and accurate record of payments and transactions (e.g. Direct Debits or rent receipts).

For further tips and advice view the Guidance published on the UK Government'’s website.

Transportation

Persons holding a valid BVI driver’s licence can drive a car/motorcycle in the UK for up to 12 months of
their residency in UK. Find out more here. The BVl is a ‘designated country’ with exchange agreements
with the UK. Avalid BVI driver’s licence can be

exchanged for a UK driver’s licence within five years of

residency in the UK.

The application form from the Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Agency (DVLA) can be accessed electron-
ically and submitted via the post; If you need a paper
copy of a form and cannot print it yourself, you can get
most forms from a Post Office that offers DVLA
services. Check whether your local Post Office
stocks the form before you visit.

Vehicles driven in the UK are required to have updated:
« MOT - Reqistration - Tax Insurance

There is a congestion charge and ultra low emission
zone charge when driving in Central London.

Public transportation such as buses, trains and trams

are also a common and reliable means of getting

around within cities. Transport for London and

National Express West Midlands for instance provide

public transport information and journey planning for

London, Cardiff, Wales and West Midlands respectively.

A Railcard can save you money on almost every journey you take. Overground trains such as National
Rail and Avanti West Coast, and coaches such as National Express and Megabus, provide transport
links to cities within the UK while Eurostar, Megabus and National Express offer alternatives to flying to
European cities by providing low-cost rail or coach services to other European cities from the within the
UK. Taxis, Black cabs and minibuses are also another means of transportation available within cities.



https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/north-yorkshire-police/performance/compare-your-area/?tc=
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-rent/how-to-rent-the-checklist-for-renting-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/driving-nongb-licence
https://www.gov.uk/dvlaforms
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder
https://www.gov.uk/getting-an-mot
https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-registration
https://www.gov.uk/vehicle-insurance
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
https://tfl.gov.uk/
https://nxbus.co.uk/west-midlands
https://www.railcard.co.uk/about-railcards/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/
https://www.nationalexpress.com/en
https://www.megabus.com/
https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en
https://www.megabus.com/
https://www.nationalexpress.com/en

UK Household Expenditure

According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2021 report, the average household spending

in the UK in the financial year ending (FYE) 2020, the period immediately prior to the coronavirus
(COVID-10) pandemic, average weekly household spending was £587.90 (approx. £2,351.60 per month
[ £28,219.20 per year).

Average Monthly Household Spending UK

for the largest 14 budget categories

Vices (e.g., alcohol, tobacco, etc.) - £56
Personal (e.g., toiletries, jewellery, sunglasses, etc.) - £76
Insurance [ £84
Communications and TV/video services [ £113
Clothing and footwear [ £101

Council Tax [N £113

Package holidays [ £119
Utilities (e.g., water, gas, electric, etc.) | N NN £151
Household (e.g., furniture, linens, appliances, etc.) [ I £158
Recreation and culture (e.g., pets, gym fees, TV, etc.) [ I £205
Restaurants and hotels [N <229
Food and non-alcoholic drinks [ N R RN <276
Housing (average over all households) [ NN <30°

Housing (repairs & maintenance if own outright) £35
Housing (social renters) £446
Housing (private renters) £871
Housing (with a mortgage, plus repairs & maintenance) £768
Transport | N - 354
Average monthly spend S ONS i Spandig e LK A 2001 harch 2020

Household expenditure by region
UK financial year ending 2014 to financial year ending 2016

London

South East

East

South West
East Midlands
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Yorkshire and The Humber
North West
West Midlands
Wales

North East

o

100 200 300 400 500 600 700
£ per week

@ Household expenditure (£) UKaverage (£) st s -




Family Friendly Cities

Official and reliable publicly available data shows the top family-friendly cities in the UK (based on
outstanding school performance, nearby parks, average house price, job opportunities, average salary;,
and burglary rates): Rightmove.co.uk

The top 10 happiest places in Britain

Rank Location Asking Price | Avg Asking Rent
(Avg) (pcm)
1 St Ives, South West £523,731 £1152
2 Galashiels, Scotland | £153,546 £530
Woodbridge,
3 East of England £481,978 £1,196
4 Hexham, North East | £262,265 £810
5 Perth, Scotland £179,410 £812
Harrogate, Yorkshire
6 and The Humber £381,124 £1,327
7 Anglesey, Wales £324,048 £766
Bury St Edmunds,
8 East of England £334,160 £1,368
9 Stirling, Scotland £197,075 £990
Cirencester,
10 South West £382,065 £1,331

Social Assistance | England, Scotland and Wales

Persons who qualify may be eligible to receive public financial assistance for housing and/or supplemen-
tary income amongst other social and public benefits once they pass the Habitual Residence Test (HRT).

Universal Credit is a payment that helps with your living costs. It's paid monthly - or twice a month for
some people in Scotland. You may be able to get Universal Credit if you're on a low income or need help
with your living costs. You could be working (including self-employed or part-time), be out of work or

cannot work


https://www.rightmove.co.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/getting-benefits-if-youve-recently-moved-to-the-UK/

Universal Credit has replaced the following benefits

« Child Tax Credit

« Housing Benefit

« Income Support

- Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA)

« Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)
- Working Tax Credit

To claim, you must:

- live in the UK

« be aged 18 or over (there are some exceptions if you're 16 to 17)
« be under State Pension age

« have £16,000 or less in money, savings and investments

The amount you receive depends on several factors, for example if you:
- have children

- have a disability or health condition which prevents you from working

- need help paying your rent

Your circumstances are assessed every month. Changes in your circumstances can affect how much
you're paid for the whole assessment period - not just from the date you report them.

The benefit cap may limit the total amount of benefit you receive. For a list of other benefits visit the UK.
Government website.

In Scotland, families who are on low income can apply for assistance through The Scottish Welfare Fund.
Persons can apply for a: Crisis Grant — if you're in crisis because of a disaster (like a fire or flood), or an
emergency (like losing your money or job, or an unexpected expense).

The Mygov.scot website provides other useful information regarding benefits and grants.

Relocation Checklist

O Have you arranged your finances? Consider having 6 months’ worth of savings before you relocate.
O Do you have a valid passport?

O Do you require a visa?

O Have you purchased your air ticket?

O Have you purchased travel insurance?

O Have you arranged suitable accommodation, and do you have the address of your accommodation?
O Do you have a UK SIM card and telephone number?

O Do you have an adequate amount of British currency or a debit card you can use in the UK when you
first arrive?

O Have you created a list of the items in your luggage in case it gets lost?

O Do you have enough prescribed medication for your journey? Note that a license may be required for a
longer-term supply of controlled drugs.

O Do you know if you want to live in a small town or a city in the UK?


https://www.gov.uk/benefit-cap
https://www.gov.uk/benefit-cap/benefit-cap-amounts
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.gov.uk/browse/benefits
https://www.mygov.scot/scottish-welfare-fund
https://www.mygov.scot/

Useful Resources

For more information on living in the UK, check out the UK Government's official website, where you will
find additional important information for persons relocating to the UK.

One last helpful tip:
'Google is your best friend', independently research everything. Seek out as much credible information

from different sources as you can before you make decisions.



https://www.gov.uk/

BVI London Office

Contact information
+44 207 355 9570
enquiries@bvi.org.uk
BVIinthe UK
@BVILondonOffice
@BVILondonOffice

bvi.org.uk

BVIHouse
15 Upper Grosvenor Street
London, W1K 7PJ



https://bvi.org.uk/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pymHEaN72VUyMEuc9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pymHEaN72VUyMEuc9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pymHEaN72VUyMEuc9
https://bvi.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/bvilondonoffice/
https://x.com/BVILondonOffice
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094773528704
mailto:enquiries%40bvi.org.uk%20%20?subject=

